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Call for papers

EVALUTATING PUBLIC POLICIES WITH COUNTERFACTUAL
ECONOMETRIC METHODS

Both demand and supply of evidence for public policies has increased in the recent years. On the demand side, binding
public budget constraints and increased social demand have sharpened the attention on an efficient use of public
resources. Evaluation has become crucial to undestand which programs are working well, analyse aspects that can be
improved, and identify inefficient policies. On the supply side, thanks to better quality data and developments in
econometric methods, there has been an increase, though as yet short of the perceived demand, of high quality studies.
These studies analyse the effects of public policies relying both on experimental and quasi-experimental methods
(Randomized Controlled Trials, Regression Discontinuity Designs, Natural Experiments, Instrumental Variables and
Difference-in-Differences strategies, Synthetic Control, Matching and Propensity Score Matching, etc.).

PEJEP welcomes papers addressing, with these up-to-date date econometric methods, the evaluation of public policies,
preferably in Italy and other EU countries.

In particular, though not exclusive, topics of interest are:

Educational policies; Labor market policies; Development policies; Health policies; Household welfare;
Investment policies; Place-based policies; Taxation; Immigration; Crime Deterrence, etc.

Guido de Blasio (Bank of Italy, Rome), Maria De Paola (University of Calabria, 1ZA) and Vincenzo Scoppa (University
of Calabria, IZA and PEJEP associate editor) will act as the Editorial Committee for this Special Issue.

Papers of no more than 10,000 words (including abstract, keywords and JEL classification codes, and the additional
information “Evaluating Public Policies Special Issue”) should be submitted to
https://submission.rivisteweb.it/index.php/pe

Manuscript submission deadline: May 15, 2018

Planned Timeline

First review: July 10, 2018

Revised draft: mid-September 2018

Second review: mid-October 2018

Finalization of accepted papers: mid November 2018
Publication: spring 2019
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